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• no defined trajectory or profile ids

Trajectory feature type
• no trajectory id 
No trajectory variable 

Profile feature type for individual 
files
• Use ERDDAP to provide access to 

“collection”

All files in NetCDF format, but….
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Three different formats 
potentially mean the 
user will have to 
develop two or three 
different means of 
converting data in 
order to use with their 
favorite client

#*&%!!!!
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All files in NetCDF format, but….

Until the “blessed” 
Ocean Glider data 
format is implemented 
by all, how to provide a 
more uniform access 
for users?

#*&%!!!!



Why ERDDAP
• ERDDAP is a data platform that brokers between data producers and data users

• ERDDAP is free/open source software that is widely used in the international community

• Benefits for providers
• Provides data to users in many different formats
• Supports Machine-to-Machine services
• Can augment metadata without rewriting files

• Benefits for users
• Users can access data with clients of their choice
• Users won’t need to reformat data
• Supports machine-to-machine capabilities for building community specific access services
• Can access “collections” of aggregations
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http://localhost:8080/erddap/tabledap/IMOS_sg540.dataTable?time,TEMPhttp://localhost:8080/erddap/tabledap/IMOS_sg540.dataTable?time,TEMP





JCOMM OCG is working to improve data 
interoperability and integration between and within 
the various observing networks in support of 
GOOS ECV/EOV/EBV

ERDDAP is the JCOMM OCG 
recommended data platform

JCOMM Observations Coordination Group

ERDDAP can help harmonize glider data access 
currently, but will continue to provide benefits to 
users after implementation of single format



Data is encoded 
into BUFR and 

sent to GTS

Data Center 
crawls ERDDAP
services to grab 
near real-time 

data

Data harvested 
from observing 
platforms and 
ingested into 

ERDDAP servers

Data is harvested 
from GTS, decoded 
and ingested into 
ERDDAP services

Data is available 
through 
ERDDAP

services to end 
users and their 

favorite 
applications

JCOMM OCG Open Access to GTS workflow

Observing 
platform

Observing 
platform

Observing 
platform

ERDDAP provides data services 
for accessing data with many 
popular clients, without the 
need for reformatting,  
including:

MATLAB®

Project Jupyter
Notebooks

Google Earth

R statistical 
package

As well as many other open-
source analysis and 
visualization packages and 
user-scripted machine-to-
machine (M2M) services.
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